There was parente consanguinity (second degree cousins) and no family history of similar cases.
Radiograph showed microcrania and decreased bone density.
Brain computed tomography revealed brain of reduced size and periventricular leukomalacia. Echocardiogram showed no abnormalities.
Hair microscopy showed structural changes of the shaft, such as trichorrhexis nodosa, trichoschisis and pili torti ( Figure 3 ).
Polarized light examination revealed dark bands alternating with light bands in a "tiger tail" pattern ( Figure 4 ).
DISCUSSION
Trichothiodystrophy is a term originated from the Greek (tricho, hair; thio, sulfur; dys, lack; trophe, trophic) that was introduced by Price et al. (1980) to describe a group of genetic disorders characterized by the presence of brittle, coarse hair due to sulfur deficiency and other neuroectodermal abnormalities, such as mental and growth retardation, susceptibility to infections, ichthyosis, nail changes, decreased fertility and premature aging.
1-3
It is a heterogeneous group of diseases that currently comprise six groups, three of which are associated to photosensitivity.
1,2,4
In most cases, the inheritance is autosomal recessive, but there are cases where it is autosomal dominant or X-linked dominat. to other syndromes with photosensitivity, these defects do not result in an increased cancer incidence. 4 Disease expressivity is largely variable, with a large severity spectrum. 1,2 It mainly affects neuroectodermal tissues. Many cutaneous manifestations are described: ichthyosis, photosensitivity, ecze- Hairs are short, brittle and coarse. Under polarized light, the "tiger tail" pattern can be seen (alternating dark and light bands). 5, 8 It is possible to measure sulfur or amino acid levels, where mainly low levels of cysteine can be detected. 8 
